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Amendments to the Specification: 

Please replace paragraph [0001] with the following amended paragraph: 
CROSS P^FERE^JCE TO F^LAT E D AP P LICATI O Ng 



.. . fil e d , entitled AN 



[0001] This application ifl relat e d to U.S. application Scr. >[o. _z 
ELC CTROM IC B IT T PA^^'f ™ ^- ^wrr^M wnu ACCOLW NUMBER SCllEMIMG, n nd 

U . C. a pp li c ation S ot . No. filed , ontitbd A N F LECTRQNIC BILL P A YME N T 

SYCTEM W II ACCOU^TT P AN^rP^T'". ^^'^'"^^ ^'"d mmultoneouolv with thio application. 
RFi ATED APPLICATION DATA 

[0001 ] The present application is a contin u ation of. and claims the benefit of priority to, U.S. 
Patent Application Serial No. 08/994.047. filed on August 25, 2004. 



Please delete the "Objectives of the Invention" section title and paragraphs [001 1-0017]. 
OBjE€ Tl\^ES OF THE H^rVENTION 

[001 1] Accordingly, it io a general object of the prcocnt inv e ntion to provide a bill payme n t 
M.ga m capab l e uf i T- i v i n:: p .yn.nnt r^ ntn nn b .lia lf of comum cvo o i' corporato uo cr s vi a 
olootronic moano and automatically pa)ing th ei r billo to mor c h nn t ^s. 

[0012] It i : a fuithrr tinn pmnnnt itiynntinn to provide a bill pa^Tnent syatom capable of 

handling incorroctly entorod bill pa>in o nt data. 

[OOi:] In p a rticnlnr . it i- n" nf thn prnrmit invention to coiTCCtly idcntifr a merchant 
re cord ba s ed on roceivod information which may include orronoouD d ata. 
[0011 ] It ic cti U a-fi^^- ' '^ ' ^^^^ prcncnt invention to pro\id o 0 tcdmiquc forfumiohing 
p ayment information, including a pa}'or'o account number vdth a merchant, in a format 
accoptablo to a particular merchant accounting oyatom. 

[0015] It h o n o t h rr pbj""t f^^"*^"^ invrntinn tn provide a technique for validating a 
e ensumer' s account number with a merchant. 

[0016] It h a nother ohj^i-t "f t^^ r'-"^^"^ invrntinn to provide a tochniquo for onouring payments 
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aro romittod to tho proper remit t ance e e nterv 

[0017] Additional obj e ota, advantag og , novel features of tho present invention will become 
apparent to thoao slcill e d in the art - from this disclosure, ineluding the follo\\ing " deta i led 
deseription, as well as by practic^of the inv e ntion. While tho invention is describ e d below with 
reference to preferred embodim e nt(s), it should b o understood that th o invention is not limit e d 
thereto. Tho s e of ordinar} ' skill in the a il having access to th e teachings herem will recognize 
additional implementations, modifications, and embodiments, as well as other ' fields of use, 
which are within the scope of the invention as disclesed and claim e d herein and with respect to 
which the invention could be of significant utility . 



Please replace the Abstract with the following amended Abstract paragraph. 

A computer- based remittance payment process, includes storing alteration rule s -eorrospon di ng to 
g pa)^oo account number format. An account number for a payor is recei^^ e d with, for example, a 
payment r e quest. The received aecount number is traasformed into an altered account number 
according to tho stored altemtion rules, thereby facilitating the transmis s ion to the payee of the 
account numb e r in the desired form as, for example, part of remittance ad\ice associat e d with a 
directed payment. Systems and methods of remittance processing where a merchant database is 
provided that includes one or more alteration rules that are associated with a particular payee, A 
consumer account number associated with a payor is received and altered into a modified 
consumer account number, where the alteration is performed in accordance with one or more of 
the stored alteration rules. The modified consumer account number may then be transmitted to 
the particular payee to be utilized, for example, when processing a payment. 
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